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Honorable John JosephMoakl~y

House of Representatives
221 Cannon. Bu ilding'
Washington, D;C. 20515

Dear Congressman Moakley:
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This is .in reply to your letter of March 4, 199 , in whith you fnquired on
behalf of your constituent, J~son Wolfson, reg ding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PRo Docket No. 92-235, 7 FR 54034(1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commi ion ' s Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services' operating 'in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituent is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RiC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RiC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endange~ing public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituent's
letter will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final
['ules to be issued in 1994.

Richard J. Shiben
Chief I Land Mobi le & ~1ic['owave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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The. Honorable_William R.Kea-ting
. Commonwealth of Mass~chusetts

Massachusetts Senate-
State House
Boston.t - .Mass~chusetts· 0213·3-

RE: ~R DOGket 92-235 . ,
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Febr~arY18, 1993
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Dear Senator Keeting:

I am an avid Radio Control helicopter modeler. I have been· involved
with the spor-t/hobby since I was 15 years old.· I am 'now 30 and
credit much of my success as qn -engin~r and entrepreneur tq my
hobby of Ric Helicopters. I compete ona national level. I
currently own four model helicopters that I have built at a cost of
between $1, 000 and $2,000 each. I -have a great deal of_ money
invested in equipment. Much of this equipment would be unusable if
this frequency assignment is adopted.

The Helicopters I build and fly weight 10-12 lbs and fly at speeds
up to 90 m.p.h., with a five foot rotor span spinning in excess of
1700 rpm, these models pose a great danger if the pilot loses radio
control of them. Since the new frequencies proposed are so close to
the ones we already use, interference will occur, posing a major
safety problem.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes and helicopters.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from land mobile frequencies that we have been Rble to share
the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidth and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause inter ference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes and
he~icopters, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules
are adopted.

When we fly our models under radio control, we go co groat lengths
to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many or our safety precautions involve the

P.O. Box 1203 • 42 Eastman Street
Easton, MA 02334

S08~238-4900
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careful ,coord'ination' an'd Use of the :radio, co~tro~ f+equencies.r f
the, numb~r: of , us'able ,frequencies,' i~ diniinish~d'45. proposed b¥ the
FCC, the, !emainifl~J frequencies "~dll becpme; congested- and' the mar'gin' ,

,of'safety will begreatlydecreaSBd.' ,','",' ",

Please understand that we often fly our models at organized events
and contests~here,huFldredsof operators participate. We need t:he
use of 'Qur full complement of tadio frequencies in order "to' aSSUIe'
,a safe f lying environment'.,

r do not think , it is ,wise of. the:' FCC to seek' to' improve .the
operating condition of land mobil radio,users at the expense of
radio control modelers,'The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerabl~ investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hourE? of enjoyment to thousands', of people like my-self and

,contributes to the advancement.'and development of thecornmer"cial
aviation industry, '

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my. pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.



'. .....FEPtRAL COM~ONICATIONS COMMISSION
Field Operations Bureau
Boston Regional Office
One Batterymarch Park
Quincy, Massachusetts

02169-7495

March 8, 1993

Honorable John Joseph Moakley
Member of Congress
World Trade Center, Suite 220
Boston, Massachusetts 02210

Dear Congressman Moakley:

Thank .you for contacting our office on behalf of
Jason Wolfson, 42 Eastman Street, Easton, MA 02334.
He is concerned about PR Docket 92-235 and the changing
of frequencies assigned for use with model aircraft.

Your inquiry is being forwarded to the Chief, Field
Office Bureau for coordination with the appropriate staff
at our headquarters office in Washington, D.C. You should
receive a response within the next thirty (30) days.

Sincerely,

cj~~~v Mt{r-
Hilda Robb
Regional Assistant


